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Maryam Mehr’s Bakesale

Mohammad “Mo” Mehr wears a good number 
of hats at Advancia Technologies. His primary 
job is Payroll Clerk for role play contracts, but 
he is also a Weapons Handler, Mission Mana-
ger, Assistant Mission Manager, and Pyrotech-
nics Assistant when needed. 
 
It looks like this adaptive talent has been inheri-
ted by his daughter, 10-year-old Maryam Mehr. 
Maryam landed on the cover of Scholastic 
News for December 6, 2021, after she led a bake 
sale over Labor Day weekend to raise aware-
ness and funds for Afghan refugees in the U.S. 

From veggie samosas to banana muffins, cin-
namon rolls and baklava, suggested donations 
were $3 to $5. But people tended to donate far 
more, and the final tally was a whopping $6,000.  

As a dad, I’m so proud,” Mo said. “Her first bake 
sale was 100% Maryam and her friends. It star-
ted with, Hey, let’s help with a lemonade stand 
or something. But it grew, then she got her 
whole school to be aware of what is going on in 
Afghanistan.”

After Kabul came under Taliban control on Au-
gust 15th, 2021, Maryam’s maternal grand-

mother was one of thousands who fled to the 
airport but couldn’t secure a flight outside of 
Afghanistan. She happened to leave the airport 
on August 26th, just two hours before a major 
bombing killed 13 U.S. soldiers and 170 Afghan 
citizens at Kabul Airport. With the re-ascenden-
ce of the Taliban, food and water supplies are 
increasingly precarious.
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Wanting to help her grandmother and 
the Afghan people, the funds that 
Maryam and her friends raised were 
donated to UNICEF and Borderlands for 
Equity, which supports Afghan refugees 
in the U.S. The group of fourth graders 
also succeed in raising awareness of 
Afghanistan in their Carlsbad, California 
community after several local news sta-
tions covered the bake sale.

Fortunately, Maryam’s grandmother was 
able to safely exit Afghanistan early this 
year, and Maryam is already planning for 
the next bake sale.




